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To my ever suffering wife Sue, who has endured
many absences from home over many years
when I’ve been out “on the hills” - and should
perhaps have been at home with the family.

To my two sons, Simon and Richard, who have
been dragged on to Winter Hill on many
occasions and in all weathers.

To my grandchildren, Megan, Chloe and Ethan
who have in turn been dragged onto the hill by
their father …… but who all seem to have
thoroughly enjoyed the experiences.

To Winter Hill, which will still be there
thousands of years after us mere mortals have
departed this world. I hope it will provide as
much pleasure and interest to future generations
as it has to ours.
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Introduction.

For what seems like most of my life, I’ve wandered all over Winter
Hill in all seasons and in all weathers. There are many others like
me! This bleak and lonely spot somehow pulls us back there time
and time again. For those who cannot understand our love and
affection for the place, Winter Hill must seem an appalling sort of
environment except for on the nicest of summer days! This book is
aimed at the “aficionado” but I hope that even the casual reader will
be able to get something out of it, if only to see why some of us find
the place so fascinating.

This is not a book written entirely by myself. It is a collection of
articles, photos, and information about Winter Hill gleaned from all
over the place and all put together as a scrapbook. I have gathered
this small collection to satisfy both myself and others who are
interested both in Winter Hill and the general area.

This scrapbook has been produced mainly for my own interest and
will not be “published” or sold in any proper sense of this word. A
copy of it (with colour illustrations!) will be placed on the Internet
for free download. This printed edition of the book has been made
available due to requests from many who have requested such an
edition.

Although much of this book has been written by the compiler, some
of the material is merely extracts from the work of others. Credits
and acknowledgements to the writers are listed in Appendix 1. The
writer receives no royalties on this book and all profits will be
donated to Bolton Mountain Rescue.

The on-line version of this book is an “on-going” project. It will be
continuously added to and amended ….. and the current edition with
the date on which it was produced, will be indicated on the cover or
on the first page. The latest “version” will always be on the Internet.
ANY additional information about Winter Hill from anyone would
be more than welcome.
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At the present time, much of the moorland is bare and desolate. In
bygone times this was not the case, so in this publication, older maps
(usually from the 1849 edition) have been frequently used to
illustrate what the area was like one and a half centuries ago.

No attempt has been made to describe in any great detail the
buildings or farms on the lower flanks of the hill as these are all more
than catered for in other publications – listed in the Appendix at the
end. Even Leverhulmes Terraced Gardens will receive only limited
mention for the same reason.

Dave Lane ……… November 2007
d.lane@btinternet.com
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Where and what?

Winter Hill is an unremarkable, fairly small hill, situated in the North
West UK, located near to the towns of Bolton, Horwich, Chorley,
and Darwen, on a Western spur of the Pennine range of hills. In this
book, the term “Winter Hill” has been deliberately left vague in order
to include any adjacent areas of interest!

Winter Hill is marked on Ordnance Survey maps as being a mere 456
meters above sea level - or for those of us who are somewhat older –
about 1,498 feet! Local pilots are only too aware of the height of
Winter Hill, as the height of the top of the mast at about 2,500 feet
tells them that they have only another 500 feet to play with before
they are in the airlanes used by the big jets. Now you know why the
microlight’s fly fairly low over Winter Hill and Rivington Pike!

On a clear day, the view from the top of Winter Hill is quite an eye
opener for those who have never seen the view before. Looking
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South, the whole of the Cheshire plain is clearly in view with Mow
Cop in Staffordshire as the limit. The Welsh mountains are clearly
visible to the South West with Snowdon sticking up right in the
middle. Anglesey and the Great Orme at Llandudno can clearly be
seen. Liverpool Bay, with the Seaforth Cranes at Liverpool (along
with the offshore gas rigs) are in view as are Southport (with it’s
distinctive water tower), Blackpool Tower and we can see North as
far as Black Combe in Cumbria. If you have a pair of binoculars
handy then take a look Lytham on the Ribble estuary and even the
windmill on the sea front can be seen along with the Aerodrome at
Warton.

There have always been rumours that on a really clear day (and
really clear days are very rare) it is possible to see the top of Snaefell
on the Isle of Man, around 100 miles away from Winter Hill.
Although I have been on Winter Hill in what I would class as the
most perfect “seeing” conditions I have, as yet, never seen the Isle of
Man from the Hill. I do have poor eyesight! No doubt someone will
now contact me to say that they have seen the Isle of Man – and if
they contact me I’ll add that fact to this chapter! (Since writing this,
many HAVE written to say they HAVE seen the IOM!)

Winter Hill is obviously a relatively “modern” name, as on Speed’s
map of 1610 and Molls’s map of 1724 the given name is “Egberden
Hill”. As suggested by D A Owen in his booklet “Rivington &
District before 1066 AD” the name Egberden Hill is “supposed to
have arisen from one of the early kings who hunted in the
surrounding forest. The most likely candidate is – Egbert, king of
Wessex 800 to 836 AD who by 828 AD had included Northumbria,
and therefore Lancashire, in his kingdom”. Earlier documents from
the 13th century indicate it was called Wintyrhold and Wintyrheld.

The highest point of Winter Hill is marked by the Ordnance Survey
Trig point at the edge of the northern escarpment. From time to time
this point has been used as the site of a bonfire beacon built and lit at
some particular royal occasion – from memory I think the last
commemoration beacon was lit in the 1980’s to commemorate the
25th anniversary of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.
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The upper parts of Winter Hill are fairly barren, with poor soil, poor
vegetation and with the only visitors being walkers, mountain bike
riders, cross country runners, model plane flyers, hang and paraglider
pilots, cross country skiers …… and the engineers at the TV station
on the summit. A private road does go to the radio mast and in
“theory” other traffic is prohibited.

After reading this book, I trust that others may be enticed onto the
hill.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Geology of Winter Hill

Winter Hill was not always as it appears today. Once it was not even
a hill, nor was it even in the earth’s temperate region as it is today.
As a result of tectonic plate movements, cataclysmic bending and
flexing of the earth’s surface and dramatic changes in climate, slowly
but surely what we now see today has emerged. Without going into
too great detail (unless someone would like to provide me with this
detail for inclusion in a later version of this book) a brief description
of the Winter Hill geological history follows.

When our planet earth was first formed some 4.6 billion years ago,
the earth was in a molten state but slowly started to solidify
accompanied by volcanic activity and surrounded by an atmosphere
that does not resemble the atmosphere of today. Over billions of
years, the earth began to stabilise and life somehow began on our
planet. In the Winter Hill area no deep borings have been taken so
we have no real record of exactly what lies under our feet at great
depth. Closer to the surface however, we do know something about
our more “recent” history over the last few hundred million years by
studying the geology in mining shafts, shallow borings, quarries etc.

The “upper” portion of Winter Hill consists of a series of layers or
seams of sandstones, shales and coal - often referred to as the
Millstone Grit, Lower, Middle and Upper Coal Measures. The layers
include an endless variety of sediments, coal seams (along with their
associated underlying bands of fireclay or ganister) and are
approximately 8.000 feet in thickness
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This area was once part of the great “Upper Carboniferous” delta of
the North of England, a version of some of the more famous world
deltas that we have today such as the Nile, Mississippi and Amazon.
Somewhere to the north of Winter Hill was a huge land mass with a
large river entering the sea (to the South) via a delta. At that stage in
the earth’s evolution, the surface of the “land” was continuously
rising and sinking so the areas near the delta were continuously being
raised above sea level, then dropped beneath that level in a
succession of floodings and periods when plant growth was possible.
Over periods of time, the sandbanks and the muds were overlain with
swamps and vegetation only to be inundated over and over again
with the either the river or the nearby seas. Thus, over a period of
time, the rocks (formed as a result of pressure) have formed in a
seemingly endless cycle of marine shales, sandstones, mudstones and
vegetative coal layers.

At some stage in the earth's history, the ground underwent
tremendous pressures, and parts of our region were bent and twisted
due to great internal tensions and this in turn was accompanied by
dramatic earth movements where one part of the surface was lifted
whilst a neighbouring portion sunk, thus forming “faults”. There are
a number of faults under Winter Hill. What we now see as the top of
Winter Hill was once at sea level covered in lush tropical forests.

For anyone who wants proof of these earth movements I can tell you
that it is possible to find fossil remains of those tropical forests
(leaves, tree bark and roots, seeds etc) on the very top of Winter Hill
….. they can be found at various points in shale bands on the sides of
the road running up to the television mast. Honest! ….. but you’ll
have to find the sites yourself …. I don’t want to be held to blame for
new “holes” appearing on the hill top!

There are two main seams of coal under Winter Hill and both have
been exploited in the past. In fact, almost the entire section of one
part of the south facing flanks of Winter Hill are to all intents and
purposes hollow, due to centuries of coal mining, with only pillars of
coal being left “in situ” to support the surface as we know it today.
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The layers of rock forming Winter Hill are not horizontal but dip
towards the south at a dip of 1 in 12. Due to the shape of the hill and
the dip of the layers, the upper coal seam is at a fairly constant depth
below the surface of the ground despite the fact that the hill is not
level!

Apart from Winter Hill providing local people with coal in the past,
it also provided stones and rocks for building houses and walls,
fireclays and other clays for producing bricks and tiles. Hopefully,
this book will provide you with details of all these industries of
Winter Hill.

Tigers Clough.

Tigers Clough, or Shaw’s Clough as it is usually marked on
Ordnance Survey Maps is the wooded valley of the River Douglas
which lies a few hundred yards to the north-east of Rivington School.
Although today the clough is an oasis of peace, it was not quite so
peaceful over a hundred years ago.
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The clough at that time housed a bleachworks, a drinking
establishment and with a

brick and pipe works nearby along with a coal mine just higher up
the hill. The clough can be best accessed by going up the road to the
east of the school to the road junction. Take the concrete road going
uphill and opposite the quarry go down the path to the river.

The bleach works mentioned above, was known as Knoll Bleach
works and lay on both sides of the river, where some of the remains
can still be seen. It was owned by a Thomas Kay and documents
indicate that it was used for “rag bleaching”. I have no idea what it
means, but the works once contained one of the countries first
“callenders” which I’m told is some sort of machine that was used to
finish off the cloth by putting a glaze onto its surface.

A drawing of Knoll Bleach works from the mid 1800’s. I have only a
photocopy of this drawing but I am informed that it was drawn in 1849 by a
J Whitaker. Source of drawing unknown.

There are conflicting stories about the demise of the bleachworks.
One tale tells of a large storm in 1850 which increased the river
water levels to such a height that the water wheel and part of the dam
were washed away. Another source says that at some time after 1868
Liverpool Corporation had the works demolished as it lay within
their catchment area. Both tales may in fact be true with perhaps the
works being severely damaged in 1850 and then finally demolished
in the late 1860’s.

One rather sad story about the bleach works is that in 1798 a local
man, John Eccles, was caught breaking into and stealing calico from
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the works, and in August of that year, he appeared before the
Lancaster Assizes and was sentenced to death and executed in
September.

Near to the bleach works (believed to have been just downstream
from it below the footbridge) and owned by the works owner, there
was an alehouse managed at one time by a Mr Brindle. This seems to
have been no ordinary alehouse for it was not only unlicensed but
sold mainly illegally brewed alcoholic drinks (it was known locally
as a “hush shop”). Mr Brindle was obviously not afraid of offending
the authorities, for he commissioned a local artist to paint a sign for
the drinking establishment and this sign was decorated with the
heads of two tigers. This is believed to be why the clough is locally
referred to as Tigers clough and not by its “official” name of Shaw’s
clough!

On the south-western side of Tigers Clough was located the large
pipeworks owned by the Crankshaws (also known as “Klondyke”)
which used the locally mined fireclay in the manufacture of some of
it’s products. A tramway ran in the fields to the east of Tigers Clough
bringing the fireclay direct from the mine level (located in the fields
below Sportsmans cottage) straight into the pipeworks. A photo of
the mine entrance can be found in one of the mining articles in this
scrapbook.

Crankshaw’s pipe works, Horwich.

Mankind has always seemed to be attracted to Tigers Clough! In the
1940’s a local man was out walking when he spotted an unusual
piece of stone in the river. When he retrieved it, he found that it was
a six inch long axe head which had been highly polished. At a later
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date the axe was found to be made of a type of stone found in
Scandinavia and was dated to the Neolithic period around 2,500BC.

A walk up the clough is a delight at any time of year, each season
bringing it’s own sights. The wild flowers, the trees, the ferns and
mosses along with the birds and animals make it a pleasure to visit.
A trip up the stream from Rivington School to the Pike area, makes
an ideal introduction to the geology of Winter Hill and a separate
article is included in this scrapbook on a geological trip up the
Clough which explains all that can be seen.

Just above the remains of the bleachworks, are two attractive
waterfalls, best observed after heavy rain. Just above the waterfalls
on the right hand bank, is a very odd shaped rock. The rock has been
hand carved with a pick or chisel (the marks are clearly visible) in
the shape of a bowl, basin or bath but the purpose of it quite defeats
me! One assumes it may be something to do with the bleachworks
but the size of the basin makes this somewhat unlikely. Anyone any
ideas?

Although it IS possible to walk almost the whole length of the clough
in the river bed, unless you are wearing wellingtons or prepared to
get wet, this is not recommended, especially as the rocks are
extremely slippery in some areas.

Tigers Clough is well worth a visit at ANY season of the year.

Later on in this Scrapbook is reprinted a geological walk which was
written some time ago in a booklet published by Wigan Geological
Society. It details a walk from Rivington School right up to the Pike
via Tigers Clough explaining the geological things of interest to see
on the route.
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The unusual shaped "bowl" just above the waterfall in Tigers Clough

The Distant Past on Winter Hill.

People have been visiting Winter Hill for over 4,500 years. Although
today, the hill is bare and fairly desolate, apart from the lower slopes,
things were not always like this. From the techniques of “pollen
analysis” and “pollen dating”, it is possible to build up a fairly
complete picture of what Winter Hill must have been like over the
past few millennia. At some stage I am hoping to obtain detailed
information about pollen analysis in the area, and this will be
included in the scrapbook.

What is known, is that the top of the hill was not always as bare as it
is today. It was once covered in woodland and there is no reason to
suppose that perhaps people even lived up here amongst the
woodlands thousands of years ago. There is ample evidence on and
around the hill to prove that people lived in the area, even though no
remains have been found of a true settlement on the top of the hill.
The people of the area did however leave remains and artefacts
which tell us a little about their existence.

We know for example that men worked on Winter Hill, owing to the
finding of a stone axe in Tigers Clough, and the many flint chipping
sites which have been discovered on the top of the hill. Flint does not
naturally occur in this area, and the early inhabitants of the area
(between about 2,000 BC and 1,000 BC) obviously traded with
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people in other parts of the country in order to obtain the natural
flint.

Flint was used for many purposes. We know it was used to fashion
arrow heads for hunting, axes for cutting, “scrapers” for dealing with
animal hides, knives, and many other articles. We think that the trade
in flint comprised of the “purchase” (probably by way of barter) of
nodules or lumps of the material, and that the implements were made
locally. This theory is backed up by the finding of several small areas
of flint “chippings” or “flakes” on the hill, where men would have
obviously spent some considerable time “working” on the raw flint,
turning it into usable implements.

Probably the “earliest” find in the Winter Hill area is the stone axe
that was discovered lying in the bed of the river Douglas in Tigers
Clough by a Mr Southworth of Anderton, The axe was about six
inches in length and was highly polished and after expert advice had
been obtained, it was found that the stone probably originated in
Scandinavia and was from the period around 2,500BC. To my
knowledge this is the earliest item ever found on Winter Hill.

The only other early remains found on the hill are the two “burial
mounds” discovered near the peak of the hill, both thought to date
from around the Bronze Age, and indicative that somewhere in the
area was a settlement (or settlements) dating from this era.

The first burial mound to be found was the one now known as the
Winter Hill Tumulus or Barrow which was discovered purely by
chance when John Rawlinson and Tom Creear were walking on the
moors in 1957. On the 24th March they spotted what appeared to be a
“curved line of stones” sticking out from the peat. The stones were
part of a “wall” some two feet in height, which surrounded a round
area with a raised small mound in the middle of it.

In July of 1958 a group from Manchester University excavated the
central mound but soon discovered that the site had been previously
excavated (probably about 250 years earlier). A positive pollen
dating showed that the site originated in the Middle Bronze Age
round about 1,500BC.
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Higher up the hill and on the southern heading edge , lies Noon Hill,
upon which is the Noon Hill Saucer Tumulus. Although this had
been known to exist for some time it was not until August 1958 that
it was excavated. This was undertaken by the Bolton & District
Archaeological Society and when the topsoil of part of the site was
removed, it revealed two rings of stones one inside the other, the
outer ring being about 52 foot in diameter and the inner one 32 foot.
The outer wall consisted of “large stones” each about two foot six
inches long, a foot wide and eight inches high. The inner circle of
small stones were said to have been “strengthened with buttresses”.

Inside the inner circle, were two piles of human remains, and nearby
was found what is thought to be a cremation urn. I have been unable
to find out if there was anything found inside the urn. Also
discovered in the tumulus were two barbed flint arrowheads along
with a flint knife. All discoveries are housed in Bolton Museum and
have been on public view from time to time. So far as I am aware, no
pollen dating took place on the Noon Hill Site, but examination of
the items found, indicates a date of around 1,100BC for the burial
mound.

Various flints “chippings”, “flakes” and flint implements have also
been found on the moors but I have unfortunately never managed to
find the exact locations. Some 15 to 20 years ago, I remember seeing
a map showing the sites of all the flint “finds” on the Hill (it was
pinned to the wall of the head rangers office in Middle Derbyshires
Farm) but I have never managed to trace a copy of the map since that
time. If anyone has a copy of the map PLEASE get in touch with me
and if I can get permission, I’ll put a copy in this scrapbook!

I find it particularly galling and frustrating, for although I have
tramped and searched on Winter Hill for almost 30 years, I have
never even found so much as a single flake of flint on Winter Hill -
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even though other individuals have found dozens! The only flint I
have ever found in the locality, was a superb barbed arrowhead
(minus shaft) found some 20 yards due north of the peak of Black
Hill on Anglezarke Moor and is illustrated below.
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

The Winter Hill Mass Trespass of 1896.

It is not widely known that a mass trespass took place on Winter Hill
in 1896 nearly 50 years before the more famous mass trespass on
Kinder Scout in 1932. It was the response of the people of Bolton to
the closure of footpaths and roads over Winter Hill by the landowner
Colonal R H Ainsworth JP of Smithill’s Hall, in order to protect his
grouse shooting.

The demonstration followed much controversy and demands for an
enquiry, which were resisted by Col. Ainsworth. The organisers
called on the people of Bolton to join them in a walk from Smithill’s
Hall, along the disputed Coal Pit Road track to Winter Hill on
Sunday 6th September 1896. Over 8,000 turned up!

They were addressed by several speakers and the organisers asked
the walkers to keep to the path and not trespass on the surrounding
land. Upon reaching the disputed track, the walkers were confronted
by a fastened gate plus a group of police and men who were
employed by Col Ainsworth. The walkers jumped over the gate that
blocked their path, eventually knocking it down and they uprooted
the “Trespassers Will Be Prosecuted” notice, throwing it into the
ditch to loud cheers. They also knocked over a police inspector.

After passing through Col. Ainsworth’s land the route passed onto
land leased by Mr Deakin of Belmont Bleach works, who since 1893
had been trying to close the Belmont to Rivington road over the
moors. When viewed from the summit of Winter Hill it was
reckoned that the procession was over 1.5 miles in length.

The following Sunday, the 13th Sept another walk was organised and
this time it was estimated that 12,000 people took part. They met at
the junction of Blackburn and Halliwell roads and marched to
Smithill’s Hall then up and over the moors again. This time the 60
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police present who were positioned where the gate had been were
more conciliatory and the gates no longer blocked the path.

The demonstrators were aware that they ran the risk of being
prosecuted for trespassing, which would be very serious for ordinary
working people would be unable to pay the fines which may have
been levied and they might well lose their jobs if found guilty of an
offence in court.

Col. Ainsworth did in fact pursue the question of access in the courts,
seeking an injunction to restrain over 30 people and through them,
the general public, from passing over his land. He also claimed
damages.

When his case came to court in Manchester in March 1897,
judgement was given in his favour with costs being awarded against
the defendants.
(this article appeared as an information panel at the
Rivington Visitor Centre).

The major local hill summits within the Winter
Hill area.

Adam Hill
Brown Hill 325m 1066 feet
Brown Lowe 325m 1066 feet
Burnt Edge 325m 1066 feet
Counting Hill 433m 1421 feet
Crooked Edge Hill 375m 1230 feet
Egg Hillock 328m 1076 feet
Noon Hill 380m 1247 feet
Rivington Pike 362m 1188 feet
Two Lads 389m 1276 feet
Whimberry Hill 340m 1115 feet
White Brow 358m 1175 feet
Winter Hill 456m 1496 feet
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The Origin and Development of the Moorland.

(Sections of this article are taken from one of the
information panels in the Rivington Visitor Centre and are
reproduced with their permission)

Winter Hill – and the surrounding upland areas – have not always
been as bare and empty as they now appear. At one time they were
forested and contained many different types of trees and bushes as
has been proved by pollen analysis and pollen dating tests done on
the moorland. So what happened to change things?

The process of deforestation started as soon as human settlements
began in the area. The natural resources provided by the forest
provided building materials, fuel and to a lesser extend food for the
settlements. Early inhabitants may have cleared extensive areas of
forest around their settlements for simple agriculture. Demands for
more basic materials and increased areas for agriculture would have
led to a joining up of clearings to create large open tracts of
moorland. One pollen analysis investigation of Winter Hill showed a
clearly defined woodland clearance of the area in the Norse period,
followed by considerable woodland regeneration thought to be
through the Middle Ages. It is possible that the original clearance
could have been earlier, perhaps even Roman, but I have as yet not
managed to get hold of the carbon datings that were carried out at
Harwell for this investigation. Pollen analysis was also carried out in
the 1980’s at Round Loaf Tumulus, Black Brook and Pikestones as
well as on Winter Hill. The Winter Hill measurements were taken at
SD 627 172 at a profile depth of 1m 46cms.

Grazing.
Probably the single most important factor in the development of
these man made moorlands was the introduction of grazing livestock,
particularly sheep. Sheep will nibble almost any vegetation down to
ground level thus preventing the generation of tree species. Continual
grazing by sheep alone will, in time, convert a woodland into a
moorland. The practice of running large flocks of sheep on the
moorland has not only contributed to the deforestation but has
maintained a virtually treeless landscape.
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Fire.
Fire would have played a part in the reduction tree cover. Fire can
occur naturally in a forest due to lightening strikes and it can
devastate large areas. In the years following a forest fire there is
usually an increase in the seedling growth of “pioneer” species such
as the fast growing birch, willow and rowan. These in turn provide
shelter for the slower growing and less numerous species such as
oak, ash and pine. Over a long period of time the character of the
forest would be restored. Should fires occur on a frequent basis or
grazing of livestock be established then the pioneer species would be
prevented from regenerating ultimately causing the death of the
forest and the creation of moorland.

Today, periodic burning is part of moorland management. The
intention is to burn off the mass of dead vegetation from previous
years and encourage early growth of grasses for the grazing
livestock. Given the right conditions, controlled burning will remove
the dead vegetation without damaging the plant roots and the
resulting ash will return much needed minerals back into the soil.
However uncontrolled fires due to accident or vandalism can over a
period of years have a detrimental effect on the mix of moorland
vegetation, leading to a loss of habitat for insects, birds and
mammals and it reduces the value of grazing moorland for livestock.
In severe cases it can also result in the burning of the underlying peat
(sometimes to a great depth) leading to the complete loss of all
vegetative cover.

The soil or peat.
As if mankind has not done enough damage to the moor, nature has
not helped either in latter times. The rocks of the area tend to be
Millstone Grit, a rather rough form of Sandstone. Soil is usually
formed both by the weathering of rocks and the rapid breakdown of
vegetation which in theory should provide good soil along with the
nutrients necessary for plant and tree growth over a period of time.
Unfortunately Millstone Grit breaks down mainly into rather rocky
sand with little nutrient content and the high rainfall on the
moorlands washes out most of the other nutrients. These factors
combine and peat begins to form which in turn makes the land acidic
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in which many plants just will not grow. Thus we have Winter Hill
as we have it today!

Moorland Plants of Winter Hill.
I’m not a botanist and I had rather hoped I’d be able to persuade
someone else to write this section (any offers?) so for present you’re
stuck with my rather simplistic explanations as to what grows on
Winter Hill!

There are two major types of grasses, purple moor grass (Molinia
Caerulea) and wavy hair grass (Deschampsia flexuosa). Purple moor
grass is very common throughout the UK and is often the dominant
grass on damp moors, heaths and fens around the country. It’s
perennial and forms tufts or tussocks with the flowerhead usually
dark purple (but occasionally pinkish, yellowish or green). In height
it varies from 15 to 100cm and flowers between July and September.
This is the “ankle breaker” on parts of Winter Hill forming large
tussocks, which are partially obscured by the long flowering stems in
summer – and this period they are a curse for the hayfever sufferer.
The other variety of grass common on the hill is the wavy hair grass
but this forms smaller tussocks and flowers in June and July forming
delicate heads appearing like a pink mist on the ground. This is the
commonest grass on the moorland in the area. The only other major
type of grass found on the hill is mat grass (Nardus Stricta), a hard &
fibrous grass growing between 10 and 40 cm in height forming dense
tufts. This is unpalatable to sheep.

One type of grass seen in many of the damper areas of Winter Hill is
cotton grass (either Eriophorum vaginatum or Eriophorum
angustifolium. This is instantly recognised by everyone with its white
tufty cotton like flowers between April and June and it grows only on
wet ground.

There are also a number of sedges and rushes on the hill (you can tell
the difference between grass and sedge easily enough, in cross
section grasses are round and hollow whilst sedges are triangular). I
haven’t got a clue about the names of the sedges on Winter Hill so if
there are any knowledgeable botanical readers out there then please
get in touch – or write a full article for inclusion in the next update.
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Rampant on parts of the moor is bracken (Pteridium aquilinum), and
probably the best known fern, unfortunately it is also one with the
most nuisance value as a weed. It can be poisonous to livestock if
eaten in quantity but is normally avoided by cattle, sheep or rabbits
and so it spreads in their grazing areas fairly rapidly thus reducing
the value of the land for grazing purposes. The far reaching
underground rhizomes makes eradication difficult. This plant dies
away every winter and what might have been a pleasant place to
walk at that time of year can become a nightmare in mid summer –
especially when it’s wet! Bracken only thrives on dryish ground.

Also found on Winter Hill is heather and a similar plant called
crowberry. Bilberry (Vaccinium myrtillus) is also rampant in some
areas and makes delicious pies if you have considerable time to
spare, collecting the fairly small berries. A good area for bilberry is
to the west of Wilderswood and around the quarries at the northern
end of Scout Road.

I’m not going to disclose the exact location, but on the top of Winter
Hill is a fairly large patch of cranberry.

In many areas on the hill sphagnum moss grows in profusion both in
small patches and in raised bog areas. Sphagnum is unique in that it
can hold vast quantities of water even in dry seasons, some varieties
holding more than others. Also on the moor are quantities of mosses,
lichens and ferns. One day I really must get around to learning what
they are all called.
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The story behind the Stump.

Scotsman's Stump is the name given to a gaunt iron pillar on the top
of Winter Hill located directly in front of the TV station. The
“stump” is topped with a plaque, which states “In Memory of George
Henderson, traveller, native of Annan, Dumfrieshire who was
barbarously murdered on Rivington Moor at noonday November 9th

1838 in the 20th year of his age”.

One of the best descriptions of what happened that November day
can be found in M D Smiths excellent book “About Horwich” (I
understand that another excellent description can be found in the
booklet “Murder in the Heather" by David Holding – published in
1991 by the Friends of Smithills Hall). I’ll try to give a potted
resume but I have to admit that most of my facts came from Mr
Smith’s book
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Poor George Henderson was a young man of 20 who earned his
living as a travelling packman or salesman, who sold goods in the
area for his Blackburn based employer. He obviously travelled the
same route with great regularity, for every other Friday he would
meet another packman and the two would meet at Five Houses beer
house on the moor and then travel together back to Blackburn. On
this occasion George Henderson never turned up for the usual
meeting.

His body was found
on the hilltop, having
suffered severe
gunshot wounds.
There were a number
of people on the moor
that day, some of
whom reported the
presence of a man
carrying a shotgun in
the area where Mr
Hendersons body was
found. The man seen
was said to be James
Whittle, a 22 year old
collier who by
coincidence lived in
one of the “Five
Houses” on the moor.

Whittle was arrested
and stood for trial at

Lancashire Assize courts but was found not guilty by the jury and
was therefore discharged.

The exact site of the murder was at the side of the road opposite the
main entrance to the television station located at the top of Winter
Hill, and originally a tree was planted at the spot as a memorial to
George Henderson. In 1912, the tree was removed and replaced by
an iron post and plaque.
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The Mines of Winter Hill
Winter Hill, especially on the southern side, was once extensively
mined for coal. The coal mining activities were so great that that the
higher slopes on the Horwich side of the hill are virtually “hollow”
except for pillars of coal that were left “in situ” in the mines to stop
total roof collapse.

Mines on the Hill included, Montcliffe Colliery, Mountain Mine,
Wilderswood and Wildersmoor Collieries, Burnt Edge Colliery,
Winter Hill Mine and many other smaller enterprises. The coal seams
outcropped at various places on the hill and initially local people
would dig away at these points to hew easily obtainable fuel, both for
personal use and for sale. Many of these enterprises may have been
only one man digging on his own, but others may have been groups
of men or a family working on the outcrop. Many of these mines
were probably only of small size and would soon be abandoned
because of air problems, flooding, roof collapse or other reasons.
Because of the small nature of these workings, there is little obvious
evidence of this type of working left on the moor.

Once the location of the coal seams were known, small shafts would
have been dug to intercept the coal under the surface. These diggings
were in the form of “bell pits”, so called because the shaft would be
dug to the seam then the coal extracted at each side of the shaft
forming a bell shaped hole. Once the coal was extracted, another
shaft would be dug nearby and in some areas around Horwich whole
groups of these pits can be found. There are the remains of some bell
pits to the east of Rivington Pike.

Apart from the outcrop workings, the bell pits, and the major
commercial undertakings, there were also a number of “trial”
workings on Winter Hill, some of which produced small quantities of
coal and others which were soon abandoned. The workings to the
west of Rivington Pike fall into this category - and one of these
shafts is described in this article.
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Some of these mines and coal workings will be described below, but
readers will have to excuse the lack of exact or precise details of
some of the mines due to the dangers inherent in any coal mines.
Take my word for it, roof collapses are not uncommon, some coal
mines do contain gases, they can be very dangerous places. Don’t
even think of going inside old coal mines. All of the underground
photographs in this article, were taken by experienced people fully
equipped with all the latest safety equipment and mining safety
technology. The mines under Winter Hill are particularly dangerous
because “pillar and stall” working was practiced in the whole area
and the underground workings are rather like a maze on a massive
scale, with square miles of passages entered via only one
entrance/exit. One’s chances of getting lost are pretty high, and apart
from going into the “entry” points and pottering near those entrances,
the writer has NOT explored the mines even though I was with fully
equipped groups.

1. Mining remains near Rivington Pike.

The area around the Pike contains a number of mining remains,
shafts, adits and spoil heaps but very little remains today except
surface markings. The shafts and adits have long since been filled in.
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Very little documentation exists about these mines and what little
does exist, is not very explanatory or informative. The only entrance
open in recent times has been a shaft which first opened up about 15
years ago following severe storms on the moorland. This was located
on the moor behind the pigeon tower, on the banks of the stream just
above the water tank. Due to the dangerous nature of this shaft (and
one on the opposite bank) they were quickly filled in by the Coal
Authority. No records were made of the shafts, no photo's were taken
nor were any measurements made.

A couple of years ago one of the shafts re-appeared and was quickly
explored. The shaft was very unusual in that it contained a short
series of steps carved into the side near it's entrance, it being the only
known example of this in the area. A very poor quality photo is
shown below with the steps visible on the right hand side.

Other photo's were taken within the shaft but it was very wet and
muddy, and the extreme condensation on the camera made the
pictures unusable. At the bottom of the steps, the tunnel continued
for only a very short distance before being blocked by glutinous
mud. Two plans exist of mining remains in this immediate area and
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they indicate that the tunnel went only a short distance. The shaft was
soon filled in by the authorities before proper measurements could be
taken.

The filled in shaft on the opposite bank was filled in years ago. My
memory has it that this shaft was much deeper than the earlier
mentioned one and had a ladder sloping deeply down on one side of
it. If anyone else has memories of this shaft, further details would be
appreciated.

Further down the hill heading towards the moorland road is a small
pile of mining spoil. This marks the entrance to the drift mine which
led into the coal workings. The drift has long since vanished but its
location is clearly shown on old maps. A trackway led from the
tunnel entrance down to the road.

The map below shows the drift entrance. The quarry behind the
Pigeon Tower is in the bottom left hand corner of the map.
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2. Montcliffe Colliery, Horwich.

The colliery was located on the north
side of Georges Lane above the Mill at
Wallsuches and lay behind the row of
houses at the hamlet of Moncliffe.

There were two shafts at the mine,
numbers 1 & 2. The number 1 shaft
later became the main hauling shaft
with number 2 being used as an air
shaft, following the use of the mine for
water extraction purposes - providing
drinking water for the town of Horwich
(there is a separate article on this subject
elsewhere in this publication). Number
1 shaft is 381.25 in depth and number 2

is 429.02 feet

Few photographs exist of the mine but those I have managed to find
are produced on this and the next few pages. The first photo shows
the number 1 shaft behind the houses. The air or vent shaft is off the
photo just to the right of the right hand chimney on the white cottage.
The man is believed to be Mr Reg Brownlow.

Number 1 shaft taken around 1960
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The number 1 shaft, photo taken around 1966.

The number 1 winding engine at Montcliffe.
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So what’s it like today underground?

The bulk of the Montcliffe workings were accessible only via the
now filled in shafts and so there is no access to these parts of the
mine. There is however an adit entrance leading to near the base of
one of the shafts and a brief exploration of this part of the mine was
made by an industrial history mining group some years ago. This
section of the Colliery was known as the Margery Mine.

An initial trip was made into the mine some years ago, and due to the
dangerous state of parts of the workings, only one further visit has
been made (up till March 2005). This perhaps a shame as it would
have been useful had maps been drawn of the tunnels purely for
historical purposes. The tunnels explored do not appear on the main
Montcliffe Colliery map I have in my possession.

The workings are entered via a long adit which is around 3 foot 6
inches in height. Movement is extremely uncomfortable due not only
to the low height but also to the pipe which occupies part of the floor
space and a sort of crouching crab like shuffle is the only way to
progress. The adit is perhaps several hundred yards long (it was not
measured - but it felt like several hundred yards from my
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recollections). The tunnel is cut through gritstone. A rockfall is
encountered which almost blocks the passage but can be negotiated
by a crawl underneath some “hanging death” types of rock.

Once through the rockfall, the coal measures are encountered along
with an entrance to one of the main shafts (now fully filled in). I have
no recollection of seeing any fire clay either above or below the coal
seam at this point and the coal lies directly beneath the sandstone
bedding plane. The coal seam is around 3 foot in thickness.
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The condition of the passages within the coal seam are generally
good, although in some areas the sandstone has shaled off the roof.

Photo showing a miners helmet left underground after the mine
closed. The helmet and other items spotted underground have all
been left as they were found.

There are a lot of unknowns about this part of Montcliffe Mine. Why
was it called Margery Mine? Why does very little coal seem to have
been extracted? Why is there a tunnel which just doubles back on
itself? All very odd.


