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To my ever suffering wife Sue, who has endured
many absences from home over many years
when |’ve been out “on the hills’ - and should
per haps have been at home with the family.

To my two sons, Simon and Richard, who have
been dragged on to Winter Hill on many
occasionsand in all weathers.

To my grandchildren, Megan, Chloe and Ethan
who have in turn been dragged onto the hill by
their father ...... but who all seem to have
thoroughly enjoyed the experiences.

To Winter Hill, which will still be there
thousands of years after us mere mortals have
departed this world. | hope it will provide as
much pleasure and interest to future generations
asit hastoours.






| ntroduction.

For what seems like most of my life, I’ve wandered all over Winter
Hill in all seasons and in al weathers. There are many others like
me! This bleak and lonely spot somehow pulls us back there time
and time again. For those who cannot understand our love and
affection for the place, Winter Hill must seem an appalling sort of
environment except for on the nicest of summer days! This book is
aimed at the “aficionado” but | hope that even the casual reader will
be able to get something out of it, if only to see why some of us find
the place so fascinating.

This is not a book written entirely by myself. It is a collection of
articles, photos, and information about Winter Hill gleaned from all
over the place and all put together as a scrapbook. | have gathered
this small collection to satisfy both myself and others who are
interested both in Winter Hill and the genera area.

This scrapbook has been produced mainly for my own interest and
will not be “published” or sold in any proper sense of this word. A
copy of it (with colour illustrations!) will be placed on the Internet
for free download. This printed edition of the book has been made
available due to requests from many who have requested such an
edition.

Although much of this book has been written by the compiler, some
of the material is merely extracts from the work of others. Credits
and acknowledgements to the writers are listed in Appendix 1. The
writer receives no royalties on this book and all profits will be
donated to Bolton Mountain Rescue.

The on-line version of this book is an “on-going” project. It will be
continuously added to and amended ..... and the current edition with
the date on which it was produced, will be indicated on the cover or
on the first page. The latest “version” will always be on the Internet.
ANY additional information about Winter Hill from anyone would
be more than welcome.



At the present time, much of the moorland is bare and desolate. In
bygone times this was not the case, so in this publication, older maps
(usualy from the 1849 edition) have been frequently used to
illustrate what the areawas like one and a half centuries ago.

No attempt has been made to describe in any great detail the
buildings or farms on the lower flanks of the hill asthese are all more
than catered for in other publications — listed in the Appendix at the
end. Even Leverhulmes Terraced Gardens will receive only limited
mention for the same reason.

DavelLane......... November 2007
d.lane@btinternet.com



Where and what?

Winter Hill is an unremarkable, fairly small hill, situated in the North
West UK, located near to the towns of Bolton, Horwich, Chorley,
and Darwen, on a Western spur of the Pennine range of hills. In this
book, the term “Winter Hill” has been deliberately left vague in order
to include any adjacent areas of interest!
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Winter Hill is marked on Ordnance Survey maps as being a mere 456
meters above sea level - or for those of us who are somewhat older —
about 1,498 feet! Local pilots are only too aware of the height of
Winter Hill, as the height of the top of the mast at about 2,500 feet
tells them that they have only another 500 feet to play with before
they are in the airlanes used by the big jets. Now you know why the
microlight’s fly fairly low over Winter Hill and Rivington Pike!

On a clear day, the view from the top of Winter Hill is quite an eye
opener for those who have never seen the view before. Looking
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South, the whole of the Cheshire plain is clearly in view with Mow
Cop in Staffordshire as the limit. The Welsh mountains are clearly
visible to the South West with Snowdon sticking up right in the
middle. Anglesey and the Great Orme at Llandudno can clearly be
seen. Liverpool Bay, with the Seaforth Cranes at Liverpool (along
with the offshore gas rigs) are in view as are Southport (with it's
distinctive water tower), Blackpool Tower and we can see North as
far as Black Combe in Cumbria. If you have a pair of binoculars
handy then take a look Lytham on the Ribble estuary and even the
windmill on the sea front can be seen along with the Aerodrome at
Warton.

There have aways been rumours that on a realy clear day (and
really clear days are very rare) it is possible to see the top of Snaefell
on the Isle of Man, around 100 miles away from Winter Hill.
Although | have been on Winter Hill in what | would class as the
most perfect “seeing” conditions | have, as yet, never seen the Isle of
Man from the Hill. | do have poor eyesight! No doubt someone will
now contact me to say that they have seen the Isle of Man — and if
they contact me I'll add that fact to this chapter! (Snce writing this,
many HAVE written to say they HAVE seen the IOM!)

Winter Hill is obviously a relatively “modern” name, as on Speed’s
map of 1610 and Molls's map of 1724 the given name is “Egberden
Hill”. As suggested by D A Owen in his booklet “Rivington &
District before 1066 AD” the name Egberden Hill is “supposed to
have arisen from one of the early kings who hunted in the
surrounding forest. The most likely candidate is — Egbert, king of
Wessex 800 to 836 AD who by 828 AD had included Northumbria,
and therefore Lancashire, in his kingdom”. Earlier documents from
the 13" century indicate it was called Wintyrhold and Wintyrheld.

The highest point of Winter Hill is marked by the Ordnance Survey
Trig point at the edge of the northern escarpment. From time to time
this point has been used as the site of a bonfire beacon built and lit at
some particular royal occasion — from memory | think the last
commemoration beacon was lit in the 1980's to commemorate the
25" anniversary of Queen Elizabeth’s reign.



The upper parts of Winter Hill are fairly barren, with poor soil, poor
vegetation and with the only visitors being walkers, mountain bike
riders, cross country runners, model plane flyers, hang and paraglider
pilots, cross country skiers ...... and the engineers at the TV station
on the summit. A private road does go to the radio mast and in
“theory” other traffic is prohibited.

After reading this book, | trust that others may be enticed onto the
hill.

++++++++

The Geology of Winter Hill

Winter Hill was not always as it appears today. Once it was not even
a hill, nor was it even in the earth’s temperate region as it is today.
As a result of tectonic plate movements, cataclysmic bending and
flexing of the earth’ s surface and dramatic changes in climate, slowly
but surely what we now see today has emerged. Without going into
too great detaill (unless someone would like to provide me with this
detail for inclusion in alater version of this book) a brief description
of the Winter Hill geological history follows.

When our planet earth was first formed some 4.6 billion years ago,
the earth was in a molten state but slowly started to solidify
accompanied by volcanic activity and surrounded by an atmosphere
that does not resemble the atmosphere of today. Over billions of
years, the earth began to stabilise and life somehow began on our
planet. In the Winter Hill area no deep borings have been taken so
we have no rea record of exactly what lies under our feet at great
depth. Closer to the surface however, we do know something about
our more “recent” history over the last few hundred million years by
studying the geology in mining shafts, shallow borings, quarries etc.

The “upper” portion of Winter Hill consists of a series of layers or
seams of sandstones, shales and coal - often referred to as the
Millstone Grit, Lower, Middle and Upper Coal Measures. The layers
include an endless variety of sediments, coal seams (along with their
associated underlying bands of fireclay or ganister) and are
approximately 8.000 feet in thickness
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This area was once part of the great “Upper Carboniferous’ delta of
the North of England, a version of some of the more famous world
deltas that we have today such as the Nile, Mississippi and Amazon.
Somewhere to the north of Winter Hill was a huge land mass with a
large river entering the sea (to the South) via a delta. At that stage in
the earth’s evolution, the surface of the “land” was continuously
rising and sinking so the areas near the delta were continuously being
raised above sea level, then dropped beneath that level in a
succession of floodings and periods when plant growth was possible.
Over periods of time, the sandbanks and the muds were overlain with
swamps and vegetation only to be inundated over and over again
with the either the river or the nearby seas. Thus, over a period of
time, the rocks (formed as a result of pressure) have formed in a
seemingly endless cycle of marine shales, sandstones, mudstones and
vegetative coal layers.

At some stage in the earth's history, the ground underwent
tremendous pressures, and parts of our region were bent and twisted
due to great interna tensions and this in turn was accompanied by
dramatic earth movements where one part of the surface was lifted
whilst a neighbouring portion sunk, thus forming “faults’. There are
anumber of faults under Winter Hill. What we now see as the top of
Winter Hill was once at sealevel covered in lush tropical forests.

For anyone who wants proof of these earth movements | can tell you
that it is possible to find fossil remains of those tropical forests
(leaves, tree bark and roots, seeds etc) on the very top of Winter Hill
..... they can be found at various points in shale bands on the sides of
the road running up to the television mast. Honest! ..... but you'll
have to find the sites yourself .... | don’t want to be held to blame for
new “holes’ appearing on the hill top!

There are two main seams of coal under Winter Hill and both have
been exploited in the past. In fact, amost the entire section of one
part of the south facing flanks of Winter Hill are to all intents and
purposes hollow, due to centuries of coal mining, with only pillars of
coa being left “in situ” to support the surface as we know it today.
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The layers of rock forming Winter Hill are not horizontal but dip
towards the south at adip of 1 in 12. Due to the shape of the hill and
the dip of the layers, the upper coal seam is at a fairly constant depth

below the surface of the ground despite the fact that the hill is not
level!

Apart from Winter Hill providing local people with coal in the past,
it also provided stones and rocks for building houses and walls,
fireclays and other clays for producing bricks and tiles. Hopefully,
this book will provide you with details of al these industries of
Winter Hill.

Tigers Clough.

Tigers Clough, or Shaw's Clough as it is usually marked on
Ordnance Survey Maps is the wooded valley of the River Douglas
which lies afew hundred yards to the north-east of Rivington School.
Although today the clough is an oasis of peace, it was not quite so
peaceful over ahundred years ago.
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The clough at that time housed a bleachworks, a drinking
establishment and with a

brick and pipe works nearby aong with a coa mine just higher up
the hill. The clough can be best accessed by going up the road to the
east of the school to the road junction. Take the concrete road going
uphill and opposite the quarry go down the path to theriver.

The bleach works mentioned above, was known as Knoll Bleach
works and lay on both sides of the river, where some of the remains
can still be seen. It was owned by a Thomas Kay and documents
indicate that it was used for “rag bleaching”. | have no idea what it
means, but the works once contained one of the countries first
“callenders” which I'm told is some sort of machine that was used to
finish off the cloth by putting a glaze onto its surface.
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A drawing of Knoll Bleach works from the mid 1800’'s. | have only a
photocopy of this drawing but | am informed that it was drawn in 1849 by a
J Whitaker. Source of drawing unknown.

There are conflicting stories about the demise of the bleachworks.
One tale tells of a large storm in 1850 which increased the river
water levelsto such a height that the water wheel and part of the dam
were washed away. Another source says that at some time after 1868
Liverpool Corporation had the works demolished as it lay within
their catchment area. Both tales may in fact be true with perhaps the
works being severely damaged in 1850 and then finally demolished
inthe late 1860’s.

One rather sad story about the bleach works is that in 1798 a local
man, John Eccles, was caught breaking into and stealing calico from
12



the works, and in August of that year, he appeared before the
Lancaster Assizes and was sentenced to death and executed in
September.

Near to the bleach works (believed to have been just downstream
from it below the footbridge) and owned by the works owner, there
was an alehouse managed at one time by a Mr Brindle. This seemsto
have been no ordinary alehouse for it was not only unlicensed but
sold mainly illegally brewed acoholic drinks (it was known locally
as a “hush shop”). Mr Brindle was obviously not afraid of offending
the authorities, for he commissioned a local artist to paint a sign for
the drinking establishment and this sign was decorated with the
heads of two tigers. This is believed to be why the clough is locally
referred to as Tigers clough and not by its “official” name of Shaw’s
clough!

On the south-western side of Tigers Clough was located the large
pipeworks owned by the Crankshaws (also known as “Klondyke”)
which used the locally mined fireclay in the manufacture of some of
it’s products. A tramway ran in the fields to the east of Tigers Clough
bringing the fireclay direct from the mine level (located in the fields
below Sportsmans cottage) straight into the pipeworks. A photo of
the mine entrance can be found in one of the mining articles in this
scrapbook.

Crankshaw’ s pipe works, Horwi ch..

Mankind has always seemed to be attracted to Tigers Clough! In the
1940's a local man was out walking when he spotted an unusual
piece of stone in the river. When he retrieved it, he found that it was
a six inch long axe head which had been highly polished. At a later
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date the axe was found to be made of a type of stone found in
Scandinavia and was dated to the Neolithic period around 2,500BC.

A walk up the clough is a delight at any time of year, each season
bringing it's own sights. The wild flowers, the trees, the ferns and
mosses along with the birds and animals make it a pleasure to visit.
A trip up the stream from Rivington School to the Pike area, makes
an ideal introduction to the geology of Winter Hill and a separate
article is included in this scrapbook on a geologica trip up the
Clough which explains all that can be seen.

Just above the remains of the bleachworks, are two attractive
waterfalls, best observed after heavy rain. Just above the waterfalls
on the right hand bank, is a very odd shaped rock. The rock has been
hand carved with a pick or chisel (the marks are clearly visible) in
the shape of a bowl, basin or bath but the purpose of it quite defeats
me! One assumes it may be something to do with the bleachworks
but the size of the basin makes this somewhat unlikely. Anyone any
ideas?

Although it IS possible to walk almost the whole length of the clough
in the river bed, unless you are wearing wellingtons or prepared to
get wet, this is not recommended, especially as the rocks are
extremely dlippery in some areas.

Tigers Clough iswell worth avisit at ANY season of the year.

Later on in this Scrapbook is reprinted a geological walk which was
written some time ago in a booklet published by Wigan Geological
Society. It details a walk from Rivington School right up to the Pike

via Tigers Clough explaining the geological things of interest to see
on the route.
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